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CASE REPORT
CEFTRIAXONE INDUCED ANAPHYLACTOIDREACTIONS
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ABSTRACT
Ceftriaxone is a long acting, third generation, broad spectrum cephalosporin group of beta-lactam antibiotic.
Intravenous administration of ceftriaxone is generally well tolerated and used for the treatment of serious
bactericidal infections. Ceftriaxone is having the few adverse effects, among that hypersensitivity reactions are
the most common one. We report here a 30-year-old female who experienced anaphylactoidreaction in the form
of angioedema, glossitis and facial oedema within a few minutes of being administered ceftriaxone
parenterally. Although aphylactoidhy persensitivity reactions are rare adverse effects of ceftriaxone and other
cephalosporins, clinicians should be aware of this allergic event to avoid possible adverse effects due to cross
sensitivity among cephalosporins following the administration of any of the agents in this drug class.
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INTRODUCTION:
Cephalosporins are currently one of the most widely prescribed antibiotics along with penicillins,
because of their broad spectrum of activity on both gram-positive and gramnegative bacteria.1 Ceftriaxone is a
long acting, third generation, broad spectrum cephalosporin group of beta-lactam antibiotic. Ceftriaxone
bactericidal action is through the inhibition of cell wall synthesis. Intravenous administration of ceftriaxone is
generally well tolerated and used for the treatment of serious bactericidal infections. Ceftriaxone is having the
few adverse effects, among that hypersensitivity reactions are the most common one.2The therapeutic use of
cephalosporins has been increasing since the 1990s, and reports of hypersensitivity reactions to cephalosporins
are also increasing. It has been reported that 15% of all severe drug allergies involved cephalosporins3, 4.
Immediate reactions occur in the first hour after administration and are manifested by urticaria, angioedema,
anaphylactic shock, rhinitis, and bronchospasm5.Urticaria is the most common of the cutaneous reactions by
cephalosporins (in 1–3% of cases), and there is a relatively low incidence of the other reactions, including
anaphylactic shock6.
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